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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
’ ’ "WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548

January 17, 1973

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Ve vefer further to letter dated August 21, 1972, from the ,
Assistont Secretary of the Air Force (Manpower and Reserve Affairs),
forvarded here by letter of Aurust 24, 1972, from the Per Diem,
Travel and Transpartation Allcwance Cermittee (Comtrol No. 72-37),
recruastiny a decision regarding the entitlement of members of the
uniforred services to per diem and other travel allowances.

In his letter, the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force states
that cuestion has arisen regzarding the entitlement to per diem and
other travel allowances in the case of a member vho hes been transe
ferred from a duty station to a hospital for treatment, after vhich
he has been transferred in a termorary duty status to & locatien
vhich is within the corporate linits of the city vherein the hospital
48 located, It is exvlained that this temporary duty sssignment may
te for thc murpose of beingz near the hospital for further treatment
in an outpatient status or to ewait a further permanent duty assignment,

Additicnally, the Assistant Seeretary indicates that entitlement
to transportation of dcpendents and the paynent of a dislocation
allovonce are clear where the merber is within the United States, and
8 statement of expected prolonged hospitelization is obtained, or for
those menbers transferred to a hospital in the United States from
outside the United States, in which event no statement of expected

prolonged hospitalizetion 18 required.

"However, a8 the result of extcnding entitlements, normally
suthorized only in connection with permmnent changes of station, to
personnel said to be in a temporary duty status at a hespital, the
Assistant Secretary expresses doubt concerning these merbers* .
entitlement to per diem and other travel allowances during subsequent
temporary duty essimmments at a place within the corporate limits of
the city vhere the hospital is located, . 4

Therefore, cur opinion is requested as to proper entitlements in
the rol;l.owing circumstances: o
| a. When & member is attached to a ship whose home
port §2 cutside the United States, or on permanent duty
at a station cutside the United States end dependents
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travel from the home port or duty station cutside the :
continental United States to the location of the hospital. -
Subsequent to hospitalization, the member is transferred -
to temporary duty at a place within the corporate limits
of the city wherein the hospital is located.

b. Same circumstances as stated in a, exceyt the
mexber has no dependents,

¢. Bame circumstances as stated in a, but the
dependents were located in the continental United States
and traveled to the location of the hospital.

d. Same circumstances as stated in a, but the home
port or the permanent duty station is within the continen-
tal United States, and the period of hospitalization is
contemplated to be prolonged. -

e. Same circumstances as stated in a, but the home
port or permanent duty station is within the continental
United States and the member has no dependents or the
dependents do not perform travel to the location of the
hospital. '

Paragraph M7004-1 of the Joint Travel Regulations states that
except as provided in subperagraph 3, entitlement to transportation of

. dependents incident to a member's hospitalization ghall be contingent

upon a statement by the commending officer of the recelving hospitel
that he has evaluated the case and believes that the period of treat- -
pent of the member in that hospital can be expected to be prolonged.

Subparagraph 2 provides in pertinent part that a member on active
duty who is transferred within the United States from either a
permanent or temporary duty statiom to a hospital for observation and
treatment is entitled to transportation of dependents, as for a '

permanent change of station, from his last permanent duty station or

the place the dependenis were retained under paragraph M7055, to the
hospita.l. . 4 _ ¢ : - o

-

Subparagraph 3 provides that & member on active duty outside the

"Upnited States who is transferred to a hospital in the United States -

for observation and treatment is entitled to transportation of
dependents from the overseas station or a designated place, as

J ' N -2. —



_ B-176923

*

',tpplica.ble, to the first hospital to which he is transferred for P
observation and treatment. In such case the gtatement of prolonged
bospitalization referred to in subparagraph 1 is not required.

Provisions regarding entitlement to the transportation of
household goods of a member incident to hospitalization in circum- = -
stances similar to those specified in subparagraphs 2 and 3, M700%, :
are contained in paragraph M3254 of the regulatioms.

Paragraph ¥G003-32a provides that a dislocation allowance iz |
payable to a member with dependents who is transferred from cutside
the United States to & hospital within the United States for
observation and treatment and who relocates his household incident
to such transfer. Subparagraph 3b provides that the dislocation allowe
ance is payable, as for a permanent change of station, to & member with
dependents who is transferred from inside the United States to a
hospital in the United States for observation and treatment and who
relocates his household incident to such transfer provided a statement
of ‘prolonzed hospitalization has been issued by the commnding officer
of the receiving hospital.

Paragrapa M1150-10a, in pertinent part, defines "permanent
station” as the post of duty or official station to which a member is
assigned or attached for duty other than "temporary duty" or "tempcrary
additional duty,” the limits of which will be the corporate limits of
the city or town in which the member is stationed. Paragraph M3003-2a
defines the term "temporary duty" as duty at one or more locations,
other than the permanent station. Subparasgraph 2b states that :
temporary additional duty is a form of temporery duly. Parasgraph ,
M3050-1 indicates ithat members are entitled to travel and transportatim
&llovances only while actually in a "travel status,” and that they
shall be deemed to be in this status while performing travel awvay from
their permanent duty station. -

In & Comp. Gen. 653 (1925) we said that while ak order to proceed
to a hospital for treatment is not a permanent change of station (since
a patient does not perform duty), vwhere a member at a foreign statien
18 detached with directions to proceed to the United States for treat-
pent his family or dependents are entitled to be brought back to the _
United States, and the detachment is regarded as a permanent change ot
station for this purpose. However, where the member's station is 4in
the United States and he is ordered to a hospital for treatment, the’
bagic general rule was stated to be that there is not-such a change of
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station as to justify transportation of depehdents, as 1llness ,
. necesaitating treatment in a hospital is in near]y all cases, rela-

tively temporary. ‘ ( ‘ T

Accordingly, vhere a member is on duty outside the United States
snd he i3 hospitalized in the United States, in addition to entitlement
to transportation of dependents (par, M7OO4-3), Volume 1 of the Joint
Travel Regulations authorizes the payment of a dislocation allowance
to & member with dependents who relocates his household incident to
such transfer (par. }9003-3a), and also authorizes the transportation .
of household goods for members with or without dependents (par. MB254-3),
Add*tionally, vhen a member stationed in the United States is hospital-
ized similar entitlements are extended to him "as for a permanent change
of station" where a statement of prolonged hospitalization is issued by
the commanding officer of the receiving hospital. (Subpars. .1 and 2,
M7004; par. M90O3-3b; and subpars. 1 and 2, M3254).

Mexbers who obtain eligibility for any of the foregoing entitlements
do so because their assignments to hospitals in the United States are
regarded as permanent changes of station for these purposes, or
entitlements are extended "as for" a permanent change of station. 1In
either event, such members receive entitlements similar to those received
by other m=mbers who in fact receive a change of permanent station. In
such circumstances, the hospitals to which the menbers are assipgned
must be regarded as if they were permanent stations for the purpose of
determining those members’ entitlement to travel allowances incident to
subsequent assigmment to the same station. Members within the United
~ Btates, who, because their hospitalizations are expected to be of
ghort duraticn, are not able to obtain a statement of prolonged
bospitalization, and therefore they are not eligible for permanent
change of station allowances. Consequently, the places of hospitaliza-
tion for such members may not dbe regarded as permanent stations. See
43 Comp. Gen. 5% (1964), Question 5. ,

In view of the foregoing, in circumstances a, b, \c, and 4, the .
perbers having basic eligibility for permanent change of station allow=
ances, per diem and other temporary duty allowances may not be authorized
where the member subsequently is transferred to duty at & place within
the corporate limits of the city or town wherein the hospital is located.
Circumstance e does rot appear to be entirely clear. If a member whose
home port or duty station is in the United States will undergo a period
of prolonged hoespitalization, then he should be considered as not
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entitied to temporary duty allowances, as in circumstances a-d.
However, if there will be no prolonged hospitalization, then the member
4s eligible for travel allowances resulting from subsequent temporary
duty within the corporaté limits of the ecity or town in which the
hogpital to which he was assigned is located.

.

Sincerely yours,

Paul G. Dembling

For the Comptroller General
of the United States

The Honorable . : .
The Secretary of the Air Force
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